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University Centre Bishop
Burton (UCBB) is here
to support you so that
whatever the outcome
on results day, you make
the choices that are right
for you.

Discover how they can benefit you,
both when things go to plan and
when they don’t. Plus learn more
about how you can access ongoing
support now and on results day itself
by signing up to our alerts.

We’ve developed this mini-guide
containing key elements of university
admissions – Clearing and Clearing
Plus. You can find out more about
these processes as you read through
this document.

Important contact information .................................11
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OFFERS AND
WHAT THEY MEAN
Before we go into the finer
details on Clearing and
Clearing Plus, it’s important
to understand the university
admissions process.
After applying to university via the
Universities and Colleges Admissions
Service (UCAS), you could be holding
one of two types of offers:

UNCONDITIONAL
You already meet the entry
requirements and are guaranteed
a place at your chosen university.
Your place is not dependent on
any exam results. A really strong
position to be in.

CONDITIONAL
You need to meet certain entry
requirements; these are usually
based on exam results. Your
exam results will essentially
dictate your next steps.
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REPLYING TO OFFERS
You normally reply and engage
with university offers via UCAS
Track, this is the online system that
allows you to check the progress of
applications.

WHAT HAPPENS
ON RESULTS DAY

If you received offers on or before
19 May, then you should have
replied by 9 June.
If you received all offers on or before
14 July, then you should have
replied by 21 July.
From the options available, you
will have selected a firm choice;
which is essentially your first choice
university.
• If you selected an
UNCONDITIONAL offer, then
you will have declined ALL other
offers.
• If you selected a CONDITIONAL
offer, then you have likely
selected an insurance choice as
well. This is a “back-up” choice
in case you don’t meet the
conditions set out in the first
choice. ALL other offers will have
then been declined.

This year, A Level, Scottish
Highers and BTEC results
will be released on
Thursday 18 August.

On Results Day, UCAS updates Track,
and you will be able to see the status
of their offers. These include:

UNCONDITIONAL
You’ve got the grades you
need and your place has been
confirmed. Hoorah!

UNSUCCESSFUL
You’ve not been accepted and
are eligible to enter Clearing
(see more on page 6).

UNCONDITIONAL
CHANGED COURSE
You don’t have the necessary
grades, but the university has
proposed a different course instead.
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WHAT IS
CLEARING?
Clearing is how
universities and colleges
fill any places they still
have available on their
courses.
You can apply for a course using
Clearing if you’re not already holding
and offer from a university or college,
and the course still has places.

YOU CAN USE CLEARING
IF:
• You’re applying after 30 June
• You didn’t receive any offers (or none
you wanted to accept)
• You didn’t meet the conditions of your
offers
• You’ve paid the multiple-choice
application fee of £26.50
• You’ve declined your firm place using
the ‘decline my place’ button in your
application hub

WHEN DOES
CLEARING OPEN?

This year, Clearing opens on Tuesday 5
July until Tuesday 18 October.
However, it only really starts to hit its
stride once A Level and Scottish Highers
exam results have been published – on
Thursday 18 August.
You can start using Clearing (if eligible)
as soon as you have your results; if these
land before Thursday 18 August, then
you don’t need to wait for the main
results day.

WHAT IS
CLEARING PLUS?
Available alongside
Clearing, Clearing Plus
is designed to help you
find your perfect course.
The tool aims to speed up the
Clearing process by taking
information UCAS already
knows about you (from what
you have specified in your
application), and match you
to courses that are available
through Clearing.

WHO CAN USE IT?
Clearing Plus isn’t available for
everyone. If you’re unsuccessful with
your application or are applying for the
first time for a place in Clearing, you’ll be
able to ‘view your matches’.

HOW DOES THE
MATCHING
WORK?

make available in Clearing Plus, and
the entry requirements for them. Then,
UCAS analyse what students in Clearing
went on to study in previous years. The
UCAS team then matches your profile to
each course!

HOW DO I SEE MY
MATCHES?
If you’re eligible – you’re unsuccessful
or applying for the first time – you will
see a button in your application hub,
‘see matches’. Once you hit that you’ll be
able to see a full list of your matches.
If you express an interest in a course,
that university or college can contact
you. But remember, courses in Clearing
fill up quickly, and you may not always
receive a call. So, in the meantime, you
can still use the Clearing search tool.

SCAN ME!

Firstly, UCAS looks at the original
choices you applied for, combined
with your qualifications and grades.
Universities and colleges have already
told UCAS what courses they’d like to
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To apply to UCBB
through Clearing
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CLEARING
‘NEED TO KNOW’
You will know that you’re in
Clearing because your status in
UCAS Track will read ‘You are in
Clearing’ and a unique Clearing
ID number will show on your
account.

If you didn’t get the grades
needed to progress to your firstchoice university, try not to be
disheartened. There are still lots
of fantastic options available
to you. We’ve highlighted
some tips below, which might
be helpful for reference as
you embark on your Clearing
journey.

You’ll need this number, along with your
UCAS ID, when you contact universities
via their Clearing hotlines to discuss
course vacancies. These vacancies are
generally listed on universities and
colleges’ websites and UCAS also hosts a
searchable database of available places.
If a university or college makes you a
verbal offer during Clearing, this will be
followed up by an email confirmation
detailing their next steps and how to
enter their choice in Track before the
offers expires. Once you add this offer
as their Clearing choice in Track, this
counts as accepting the offer.

UCBB TOP TIPS
FOR CLEARING

UCBB
Clearing Hotline:
T. 01964 553010
E. clearing@bishopburton.ac.uk

• Contact both your firm and insurance
choice universities to discuss your
results; it may be possible to swap to
another degree course with different
entry requirements
• Call around other universities you’re
interested in to discuss alternative
courses – we’d recommend doing this
as soon as you can to ensure you have
the most choice
• Take your time to make the best
choice; it can feel like Clearing is
moving rapidly as university places fill
up, but it’s important to fully consider
your options before making a final
decision
• REMEMBER: Students apply through
Clearing every year and go on to
have an amazing, successful time at
university!
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If you already suspect that you might
not get the grades needed to meet
the requirements of your offer, we’d
recommend that you do some forward
planning now to make the Clearing
process easier. This could involve:
• Researching other universities and
degrees that you’re interested in
• Compiling a list, in order of priority,
of the universities you would want to
contact
• Checking that you have your UCAS
ID number to hand – you’ll need this
when you ring universities directly to
discuss places
• Reviewing your personal statement
– universities will want to talk to you
about your achievements and why
you want to study a particular subject
• Write down any questions you
might have – from the course and
its content, through to student life
on campus and accommodation and
parking
• Write a brief script which runs
through what you want to say when
calling a university to discuss Clearing
options, this will ensure you have
clarity on the main areas you want to
cover.
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CLEARING AT UCBB
You can sign up online
to receive UCBB
Clearing alerts straight
to your inbox.

IMPORTANT

Simply visit our website and fill
in your details via our interest
form:
www.bishopburton.ac.uk/clearing
UCBB are here to support you
throughout the Clearing process. Our
updates and alerts will include the
following information:
• Latest updates in the lead-up to
results day
• Advice from our Clearing experts
• How to contact us
Registering for alerts means that you
will have the latest advice and know
what to do when your results land. If
things don’t go to plan, you’ve also got
extra support on results day.

We’re here to help make the
process as seamless as possible.

CONTACT DETAILS
UCBB currently has places
available in a range of
subjects, including:
- Agriculture
- Animal Science
- Criminology

On results day, we’ll be there
to help guide you through
the Clearing process. You’ll be
able to contact our friendly
and knowledgeable Clearing
advisers over the phone or via
email to discuss your options.

GOOD LUCK!

- Environmental and
Conservation
- Equine

CONTACT
DETAILS

- Floristry

Clearing Hotline:

- Sport and Exercise Science

Monday - Thursday:
09:00 - 16:30

- Teacher Training

We treat all results equally and fairly.
Once you have spoken to us about
your results and what you’d like
to do, we’ll be able to offer you a
place straight away if you meet the
course requirements and there are
vacancies.

Friday
09:00 - 16:00
T. 01964 553010
E. clearing@bishopburton.ac.uk
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bishopburton.ac.uk
Tel. 01964 553010
Email. clearing@bishopburton.ac.uk

Bishop Burton College, Bishop Burton, Beverley, East Yorkshire, HU17 8QG

